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playing at poker. Quite suddenly another lady appeared on the
scene, a beautiful, young, quite inadequately clad creature of
apparently Russian origin, who in spite of the change in fashion
still wore skirts much too short for her. Speaking in French she
hailed the young men, kissing her hand to them, and announcing
her return to Nanking, She was received with joyful shouts of
welcome and after a hurried conversation carried on with all of
them at the same time she departed to engage her room. Return-
ing a minute or two later she again blew them kisses from her
impossibly rosy lips and announced with a smile of welcome that
her room was number sixteen—and again the vision of youth and
beauty was gone.
Very slowly my elderly lady friend laid down her book and
asked me, " Can you tell me why that young lady informed those
men that her room was number sixteen ? " I hastened to reply
China was still in a disturbed state, that false alarms were liable
to occur at times, and that no doubt she thought it advisable—as
no doubt it was—that the gentlemen staying in the hotel should
know where she slept, so that in case of danger they could see
that she was adequately protected. My companion said nothing
at the moment, but rising a few minutes later to leave the room
she turned to the noisy group of card-players and in a pleasant
inviting voice said, " Gentlemen, my room is number eleven."
The choice of Nanking as the seat of Government of the
Chinese Republic was due to its central position and to the fact
that it is situated on the great artery of China—the Yangtsze
Kiang. Except for those important considerations it has few
claims. The climate is unhealthy and disagreeable. It possesses
no natural amenities. It lacks a sufficiency of water and it i$
unattractive in its situation and its surroundings. The Govern-
ment however is doing much to improve the place and render it
more suitable for the new and important role it seems destined to
pky. Wide roads have been laid out in the suburb that to-day
forms the official quarter of the city. Government offices, some
of them in excellent taste, have been erected and new shops are
springing up in which all the more necessary requisites of modern
civilization can probably be obtained. A very attractive feature
are the petrol-supply stations which are built in the form and
design of Chinese pagodas and they add a charming touch to the
scene. But Nanking as I saw it in almost ceaseless rain appeared
unkempt, unfinished, very unattractive and very muddy. The
work however seemed to be well done and to be progressing

